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Range of Levels within ‘Canaanite Bondsman’

Benoni (= Intermediate: Behaviourally perfect, but struggles internally): Never transgresses Commandments in Action-Speech-Thought. Does not hold on
to forbidden thoughts. Is not immersed in sensual pleasures, even when the objects are kosher

Transgresses only occasionally, and only in thought — “fear of the rod’ = conscience is not strong enough to overcome this

Transgresses only occasionally, but in all 3: Action-Speech-Thought. ‘Fear of the rod’ = conscience or religious arousal is enough to bring him to complete
repentance, but not enough to prevent him from slipping in the future.

“The wicked are full of regrets’, but nevertheless he cannot prevent himself from transgressing. His inner mix contains more bad than good, but the
minority of good is still discernible.

No regret or spiritual arousal, because minority of good is not discernible, but through the ‘rod” of actual, physical suffering he wholeheartedly returns to
G-d

Never aroused, because the good is no longer internal, but only something that he feels as external, from beyond

Motive for Torah Study: Range within ‘Canaanite Bondsman’ = ‘Study not for Torah’s own sake’, ...:

Study to know practical application of Torah laws: holy motive, but utilitarian, non-essential to Torah ¥

Study not for the holiness of Torah, but for its intellectual, worldly stimulation: still appreciates greatness of Torah ¥

Uses Torah to make a living, to support one’s family: holy purpose, but forbidden use of Torah ¥

Study for the sake of arguing: still respects Torah, and considered a Sage V¥

Study for the sake of earing respect / praise: undermines entire ethos of Torah ¥

Study yet does the opposite / uses Torah knowledge to undermine Torah law
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