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Basic Concepts
0'XN - Egypt Mitzrayim - or ‘Limitations’, Meitzarim. Leaving the
limitations of life and of one’s own ego.

Matza as opposed to Bread: selflessness 71012 as against the puffed-
up ego.

Ahavat Yisrael

Deconstructing the hierarchy of the Four Sons/Daughters

Leaving Egypt Every Day
“In every generation....” ... ITI T D2

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, Tanya Part 1, ch.47 - the Shema as a
daily opportunity to leave one’s personal Mitzrayim and achieve
freedom.

Pesach and Mitzvot
The question of the Wise Child (from a discourse by the Lubavitcher Rebbe)
Sources: Rashi to Shemot, Bo 13:14

Devarim, Vaetchanan 6:20-25
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bers 45 (n“‘n Bw), 52 (1“3 ow), 63 Chapter 47 Ch. 46. [4] “...the G~d of Isaac,
(o aw), and 72 (a“‘y ow). [1] The Mishnah (Pesachim 10, M.5) and the G-d of Jacob”—Liturgy

248

does not contain the words “and every (Amidah). Cf. Mechilta on Ex.
day” and “‘that day,” which the 3:15. [s]Gen. 12:9.
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LIKUTEI AMARIM Chapter 47

in my soul, which should bring down
on it fear and awe first, followed by
a great love of delights, or a burning
[love] like fiery coals, similar to the quality
of the tzaddikim, whose corporeality has
been purified; for, as is known, da’ at?0
connotes a sensitivity of the soul, com-
prising chesed (kindness) and gevurah
(sternness)?'—Yet am I continually with
Thee,” for the corporeality of the body
does not prevent the union of the soul with
the light of the blessed En Sof, Who fills
all worlds, and as is written: “Yea, the
darkness hideth not from Thee.”??
 Thereby will be understood the severity
of the punishment for transgressing the
prohibition of work on the Sabbath or that
of unleavened bread on Passover, which
[prohibition] equally applies to all. For
even in the soul of an uncultured and com-
pletely illiterate person shines the light of
the sanctity of Sabbath or Festival; hence
he faces capital punishment by karet* or
stoning, for the profanation of this sanctity.
Similarly, [transgression involving] the
slightest amount of leaven, or the handling
of muktzeh?* tarnishes the sanctity which

rests on his soul, just as it would the sanc-

tity of the soul of a tzaddik, for we have all
one Torah. '

(And as for the use of the plural form
“Lehemot,”?5 this is an intimation that before
Him, may He be blessed, even the
so-called Dd’at Elyon [“Supernal Know-
ledge” | —which comprises chesed and gevu-
rah—is like “beasts” i.e. a physical creation,
when compared with the light of the En
Sof, as is written: “In wisdom hast Thou

made them all,”26 and this is called Behemah
rabbah |*‘a great beast”], as is explained
elsewhere. And this is the Name of 172,27
with the numerical equivalent of nnf2a
[beast], preceding Atzilut.)

oa Chapter 47

“In every generation and every day a
person is obliged to regard himself as if
he had that day come out of Egypt.
This refers to the release of the divine soul
from the confinement of the body, the
“serpent’s skin,” in order to be absorbed
into the Unity of the light of the blessed
En Sof, through occupation in the Torah
and commandments in general, and in
particular through accepting the Kingdom
of Heaven during the recital of the Shema,
wherein the person explicitly accepts and
draws over himself His blessed Unity,
when he says: “The Lord is our G-d, the
Lord is One.”?

It has previously been explained® that
“our G-d” is understood in the same way
as “The G—d of Abraham,” and so forth,*
because he became nullified and absorbed
into the Unity of the light of the blessed
En Sof, except that Abraham merited this
by reason of his works and his advancing
in holiness from degree to degree, as is
written: “And Abram journeyed, going
on and on. ...’5 In our case, however, it
is a heritage and a gift, in that He has given

[20] Implicit in the words yIx ®9.  of the soul; Divine punishment through  earlier. [26] Ps. 104:24. [27] The
[21] Le. love and fear. [22] Ps. premature or sudden death. [24] Any- Tetragrammaton spelled out fully (each
139: 12, here interpreted “hideth (me)  thing forbidden to be used or handled on  of the four letters—phonetically) in
not from Thee.” [23] “Cutting off 7 Sabbath. [25] In Ps. 73:22, quoted  Hebrew letters, produces four variations,

® 13 dyar A 10 Iyar
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LIKUTEI AMARIM Chapter 48

s His Torah and has clothed in it His
' blessed will and wisdom, which are united
- with His blessed Essence and Being in per-
- fect unity; and surely this is as if He gave us

- His very self, as it were. In th1s sense the
§ Zohar%ommentedontheverse "That they -
- bring Me an offermg (For the expression.
'l has the same meaning as
|E and hence the text should

o [Yto Me’
R [“Me”
-~ have read “Me and an offering,”” except
- that both are one and the same. Study it
- well there.)

This is the 1ﬁterpretat1on of “And Thou‘

- hast glven to us, O Lord, our G-d,
- love, ...” [and] “For by the light of Thy

. countenance hast Thou given us, O Lord -

- our G-d....”8 Therefore the only thing
- that precludes us from the attachment of

~the soul to His blessed Unity and light is

- the will, that is, if the human being does
- not will it at all G—d forbid; to cleave to
. Him....But" 1mmed1ately he does so
~ desire, and he accepts .and draws upon
. himself His blessed G-dliness and declares:
* “The Lord is our G—d, the Lord is One.”

~ then surely is his soul spontaneously
?f—rabsorbed into. His blessed Unity, for
Splrlt evokes spirit, and draws forth-
- spirit.””® This is-a form of “Exodus from
* Therefore it was ordained that the.

. Egype.
_ paragraph concerning the Exodus from

: Egypt be read specifically durmg the recital

- of the Shema,'° although it is a command-
' ment by 1tself and not appertammg to the
- commandment of the recital of'the Shema,
. as is stated in the Talmud and Codes;!!

for they are actually the same thing. Like-
wise, at the end of the paragraph referring

to the Exodus from Egypt, it is concluded

also, “I am the Lord your G-d.”'2 This
also accords with what has been explained
carlier. A

L Chdpterﬁ 48

Contemplétihkg, on the greétness of the
blessed En Sof, the 1ntell1gent person [wﬂl

- realise] that as His name indicates, so is

He=—there is no end or limit or finitude at
all to the light and vitality - that diffuse
from Him, may He be blessed, by His
simple? w111 ‘and which is united w1th His
blessed essence and being in perfect unity.
Had the worlds descended from the light of
the b]essed En Sof without “contrac-
tions,”2 but according to a gradual
descent from grade to grade by means of
cause and effect—this world would not,
in such case, have ever been created in its
present form, in a finite and limited order,
[viz.] “From the earth to heaven there '
being a journey of five hundred years,”?
and similarly between heaven and heaven,
and so also the diameter of each heaven.
Even the World to Come and the Supreme
Garden of Eden—the habitation of the
souls of the great tzaddikim—and the souls
themselves and, needless to add, the
angels—are all in the realm of bounds and
limitation, for

{7] therally “. .. take
[8 ]thurgy The _

 [6] II, 140b
L Meandan oﬂermg
i emphas:s is on “Thou hast given us.’

" [o] Le. bestows an extra measure of -
' spirituality. Zohar II, 162b. [10]

A 1] Iyar

15:41.

@14 lyar

Cf. Berachot, 13a; Rabbi Schneur
Zalman of Liadi, Shulchan Aruch,
Orach Chayim 58:1.
chot 21a; Ibid. 67: 1-2.

Chapter 48 .

[1] Le. uncaused. [2] The doctrine
of tzimtzum has already been referred
to previously in chs. 21 and 38. Here
and in the next chapter, it is further
expounded.. [3] Chagigah 13a.

[11] Bera-
[12] Num.
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65 Exodus XIIL 11—14,

fchxs ordmance in its appointed season frorn year to year. “And it shall

be when the Eternal shall bring thee into the land of the Canaamtes, |

as he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give lt thee. *That
thou shalt S°t apart unto the Eternal every first offspring of the womb,
and every first, offspring dropped by be&st which thou hast; the males
shall be for the Eternal. *And every first offspring of an ass  thou shalt
redeem with one of a flock; and if thou wilt not redeem it, theh thou
shalt break its neck: and all the flrstborn of man among thy sons shalt
&hou redeem. *And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to come,

“saying, What is this? that thou shalt say unto him, By strength of hand

"

who excludes himself from the Israelile community (by saying ye, as though he
does not wish to participate in the service), whilst here it states, (v. 8) “And
thou shalt tell thy son”, referring to a son who does not know how to enquire,
and Scripture teaches you that you yourself must open up the conversation with
Agadic explanations which attract the heart (cf. Mech. v. 7; Talm. jer.Pes. 10, 4).
(8) mr =mays FOR THE SAKE OF THIS — for the sake that I should carry out

His commands,such ast) this Passover offering, this unleavened bread andthis

bitter herb (cf:‘Mech.). % 1 mwy GOD DID FOR ME — Here is an indication of
the reply to be given to the wicked son: that one should say to him, “God did for

me" — and one should not say “what God did 19, for us’” — thus implying “not
“for thee”, for if thou hadst been. there (in Egypt) thou wouldst not have been re-

garded as worthy of being redeemed (Mech.). (8) w5 mm AND IT SHALL BE

FOR A SIGN UNTO THEE — i. e. the Exodus from Egypt shall be to thee as a sign
oY e o g 5y UPON THINE HAND AND AS A MEMORIAL BETWEEN
THINE EYES-——meamng, that you shall write these paragraphs (verses 1—10
and 11—16) and bind them upon the head and upon the arm. 1 5y UPON THY
HAND — on the le £t hand; that is why the word is writlen H2T in its full
form: (not §7") in the second section (v.-16), so that we should explain it (by
~dividing this word mto wo: 113 ') as meaning the hand that is weak (a79) (Men.
36 b; of. Mech.). (1) e b means FROM YEAR TO YEAR (o frequently
signifies a year) (Mech.) [(L1) =z "5 avm AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS
WHEN [THE LORD] SHALL BRING THEE ... [THOU SHALT SET APART
ele.] — There are some of our Rabbis who learned from this statement that the
firsthorn who were born.in the wilderness were not thus hallowed. He who says

NOTES

1) i. e. = 1@, MoD are only examples to which the father may point, but
the delivery from Egypt had of course a higher purpose — the carrying out of
a1l God's commands.




65b Exodus XIII. 11—14.

|
thy herd and of thy flocks (thus only c¢lcan animals) [shalt thou
sancfify etc.]’’. Another meaning may be given in explanation of %> Asapm
e apd “‘thou shalt set apart every first born of the womb" — viz., that Scripture
by the term omy =ed is speaking of the firstborn of man (consequently the
following words, fsi3 2w, need not denote an animal of premature birth, but
an animal born in the natural course as it certainly means in Deut. VIIL. 13, and
we thus avoid the necessity of here assigning to = a meaning different from
that which it bears in the lutter passage). (13) =wn suvp AND EVERY FIRST
OFFSPRING OF AN ASS — but not the first offspring of other unclean animals.
This exception is the enactment of Scripture, because the firstborn of the
Egyptians are compared to asses (Ezek. XXIII. 20; Gen. R. 96); and a further
reason for this exception is because they (the asses) were of assistance to the Israel-
ites when they left Egypt, for there was not a single Israelite who did not take
with him from Egypt several asses laden with the silver and gold of Egypt.
(Mech. on Ex. XVII. 18; Bechor. bb). nwa men THOU SHALT REDEEM
WITH A LAMB —one gives a lamb to the priest, and the first offspring of the
ass is then permilted to be made use of, whilst the lamb remains in the priest's
possession with the character of a non-holy object (11— an ordinary animal)
(cf. Bechor. 9b). 1neays THEN THOU SHALT BREAK ITS NECK — one breaks
its neck with a hatchet from behind and so slays it. The reason is: he (the owner
of the ass) has caused a loss to the possessions of the priest (by not giving him
the lamb), therefore must he suffer loss in his own possessions (Bechor. 10b;
cf. Mech.). 71bn 532 9193 951 AND ALL THE FIRSTBORN OF MAN AMONGST .
THY SONS SHALT THOU REDEEM — s redemption money is fixed in
snother passage (Num. XVIIL. 18) at five Sela'im. (14} amn 13 owwe > WHEN
THY SON ASKETH THEE ani — There is a usage of the word anp that refers to
“now’ (i. e. to the period of time that is ncarest to “now” viz., to-morrow),
and there is another usage of wp that refers to a day following after the lapse of
some time, as, for example, this "nw here and as, for example, (Josh. XXII. 27)
“That your children may not say to our children in time to come (vmm)"" which
occurs in the chapter about the sons of Gad and the sons of Reuben (Mech.).
nr i WHAT IS THIS? — This is the question of a dull child who has not suf-
ficient understanding to question very profoundly and who therefore asks in an
indefinite fashion, “What is this?"' In another passage (Deut. VI. 20) it states,
“[When thy son asketh thee...], What mean the testimonies and the statutes
and the judgments ... [which the Lord our God hath commanded you?]" This,
however, is the question of a wise son. The Torah in mentioning four different
explanations of the Passover sacrifice-rite lo be given by a father to his
children, is speaking in reference to four different types of son: the wicked son
(XII. 25 and in the second half of XIII. 8), and onc who has not sufficient
vnderstanding how to ask (in the first half of XIIL. 8), and one who asks in
an indefinite manner (X1II. 14), and one who asks in a wise fashion (Deut. VL. 20)
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39 Deuteronomy VI. 16—28.

and exterminate thee from off the face of the ground. 16Ye shall not
try the Eternal your God, as ye tried him in Massah. 17Ye shall diligently
keep the commandments of the Eternal your God, and his testimonies,
and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee. 18And thou shalt do
that which is right and good in the eyes of the Eternal: that it may be
well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess the good land
which the Eternal sware unto thy fathers, **To thrust out all thine
enemies {from before thee, as the Eternal hath spoken. 20When thy son
asketh thec in time to come, saying, What mean the testimonies, and the
statutes, and the judgments, which the Eternal our God hath com-
manded you? 2:Then ’iou shalt-say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh’s
servants in Egypt; and the Eternal brought us out of Egypt with a strong
hand: 22And the Eternal shewed signs and wonders, great and evil, upon

Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes: 23And

he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the

A

around you going astray after them, it felt the mnecessity specially to warn
your about them. (16) nows IN MASSAH, when they went forth from
Lgypt: thal they put Him to the test in respect to water, as it is said,
(Ex. XVII. 7) that they asked, “Is the Lord amongst us or not?"'1). (18) :pm v
[AND TIIOU SHALT DO] THAT WHICH IS RIGHT AND GOOD
[IN THE EYES OF THE LORD] — This refers to a compromise within the
line of the law (within strict equity) (cf. Rashi B. Mets. 108a)2). (19) n37 “wx>
[TO THRUST OUT ALL THINE ENEMIES] AS [THE LORD] HATH SAID —
And where did He promise this? When He said, (Ex. XXHI. 27) “And I will
confound all the peoples, etc.”. (26) amw 3 Toxwr > WHEN THY SON ASKETH
THEE — There is a usage of the word 9nw that refers to a day that only comes
after the lapse of some time and this is so here (i.e. it here means “in time

to come’’, nol “to-morrow’).

NOTES
For Notes 1—2 see Appendix.




40 Deuteronomy VI, 24—25; VII. 1—4,

land which he sware unto our fathers. 24And the Eternal commanded us
to do all these statutes, to fear the Eternal our God, for our good al-l
the days, that he might keep us alive, as it is at this day. 25And it shall
be righteousness to us, if we observe to do all these commandments

before the Eternal our God, as he hath commanded us.

7. 'When the Eternal thy God shall bring thee into the land whither
thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the
Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and
the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations more
numerous and mightier than thou; 2And when the Eternal thy God shall
have given them before thee, and thou shalt have smitten them, thou
shalt utterly doom them to destruction; thou shalt make no covenant
with them, nor be gracious unto them: 3Neither shalt thou intermarry
with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor
his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. 4For he will turn
away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods:

"

7. (1) on This is an expression denoting casting away, and throwing to a distance,
and similar is, (XIX. 5) “and the iron flics off” (bwx). (2) oA ®N means,
THOU SHALT NOT ASCRIBE GRACE (jﬁé} TO THEM: it is forbidden to a
person to say “How beautiful is this heathen”. Another explanation: thou shalt
not grant them a 7'n, an encampment (a settlement) in the land (Ab. Zar. 20a).
(4) vnn» 3 nx e s FOR HE WILL TURN AWAY THY SON FROM FFOL-
LOWING ME — i.e., the son of the heathen when he marries thy daughter,
will turn away thy son (grandson) whom thy daughter will bear unto him from
following Me. This teaches us, that thy daughter’s son who is born of
a heathen is termed thy son, but thy son’s son, who is born of a heathen
woman, is not termed thy son, but her son, for, you see, in regard to the
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THE QUESTION OF THE WISE SON/DAUGHTER

Points from a Discourse by the Lubavitcher Rebbe v"1
3"9WN T332 TORY? 0

A FAMOUS PART OF THE HAGGADAH IS THE DESCRIPTION OF THE FOUR SONS
OR DAUGHTERS. ONE IS WISE, one is challenged by Judaism, one is simple and one
does not know how to ask. Let us try to understand what the Wise Son or Daughter is asking.

The questions from the children and the responses to them are actually found in the Torah, in
different places, as explained by the Sages. Concerning the Wise Child we read': “When
your child will ask you in the future “What are the testimonies, statutes and laws which the
L-rd our G-d commanded you?’

Then you should tell your child ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt. And G-d took us out of
Egypt with a strong hand...” After some more information about how we left Egypt through
wondrous miracles, and that our goal was to get to the Land of Israel, this passage continues:
“And G-d commanded us to carry out these statutes, to be in awe of G-d, so that things
should always be good for us, to keep us alive till today.”

The Haggada presents some of this information earlier, straight after the child asks the Four
Questions. We can assume that the Wise Child listened attentively to this. In addition,
suggests the Haggada, teach the Wise Child all the complex laws of Pesach.

But we can ask: what exactly is the Wise Child asking? The question about ‘testimonies,
statutes and laws’ shows a good understanding of the idea that the Commandments are
divided into three groups:

a) those which testify to an event , like Pesach itself which testifies to Going out of Egypt; b)
statutes, which are beyond ordinary reason, like not to eat milk and meat together, and c)
‘laws’, such as not to steal, which are similar to laws instituted by most nations.

What more does the Wise Child want to know? Does he just want a comprehensive list of the
Laws and Customs of Pesach?

The Lubavitcher Rebbe suggests that the question of the Wise Child is more subtle. It
concerns the very nature of Jewish Law.

Our relationship with G-d, the Infinite, is very profound. How can it be expressed through
simple practical laws? Wouldn’t one expect a more spiritual form of religion?

This way of understanding the question also explains why the Wise Child says ‘which the
L-rd our G-d commanded you.” At first sight this seems similar to the question of the
‘Wicked Son’, the child who is challenged by Judaism, who asks “what is this service to
you”, excluding himself.




However, the fact that the Wise Child says the L-rd our G-d, shows he is not excluding
himself like the “Wicked Son’. But why does he say ‘commanded you’?

He or she is emphasising ‘you’ to distinguish from the earlier generations of the Patriarchs
and Matriarchs. Their form of Judaism was primarily spiritual. For example, the main thing
the Sages tell us about Abraham was that he had great love of G-d. He and Sarah helped

many people be inspired with the idea of G-d the Creator, without talking to them about
Kashrut.

Why was there a change, why do ‘you’, the later generations, follow a more practical kind of
Judaism?

The answer given to the Wise Child in the Torah is that the goal of life is to achieve a deep
relationship with the Divine which is called ‘supernal awe’, a sense of awe which is so
exalted that it inspires and lifts up the person in every particle of their being.

How can one achieve this? Through deep spiritual contemplation? On one level yes, partly.
But even more by observing the practical laws of the Torah, which link us to the very essence
of the Divine. This is why the wording of the answer to the Wise Child emphasises the
statutes rather than the other two kinds of law, because every detail of Jewish teaching is

actually like a ‘statute’, beyond ordinary reason, even though we might think we understand
2

it”.
By keeping these Divine Commands, reflecting on the idea that through them we are bonded
with the Divine, we achieve ‘awe’ and its counterpart ‘love’, the spiritual dimension of
Judaism. This is the most fulfilling aspect of our lives.

The Kabbalists tells us that our slavery in Egypt purified the world, so that mere practical
action could lead to such intense spiritual effect’. Hence the answer to the Wise Child, as
depicted in the Torah, begins “We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt’. This is the introduction
to the clarification of the meaning of practical action.

In the same way, our present trials through the many years of our own bitter Exile, have
transformed the world so that it is now ready for the coming of the Messiah, hinted at with
the word ‘today’. Redemption is like ‘day’, compared with Exile which is like ‘night’. The
goal is that the night itself should shine. So next year e w# celebrate Pesach in Jerusalem!

1. Deut. 6:20. See Rashi to Exodus 13:14. 2. That is why the verse concluding the response mentions
only ‘statutes’, not ‘testimonies’ or ‘laws’. 3. Hence the answer to the Wise Child stresses that we
were slaves in Egypt.
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