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9b HAGIGAH

crooked cannot be made straight’: this refers to one who neglected
to read the morning Shema’ or the evening Shema‘,* or he neg-

lected the morning prayer? or the evening prayer. ‘And that

which is wanting cannot be reckoned': this refers to one whose fellows
resolved’ on [the performance of] a religious act and he would
not be reckoned with them.

Bar Hé-H¢é said to Hillel: Then shall ye again discern between the

righteous and -the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that

serveth Him not.+ “The righteous’ 1s the same as ‘he that serveth God';
‘the wicked' 1s the same as ‘hé®hat serveth Him not'!—He answered
him: He that serveth Him and he that serveth Him not both
refer to such as are perfectly righteous; but he that repeated his
chapter a hundred times isinot to be compared with him who
repeated it a hundred and one times.5 Said [Bar Hé-H¢] to hlm
And because of once he is called ‘he that serveth Him not'?— He
answered: Yes, go and learn from the mule-drivers' market; ten
parasangs for one zuz,$ eleven parasangs for two zuz.

Elijah7 said to Bar Hé-Hé, and others say, to R. Eleazar: What
1s the meaning of the verse: Behold I have refined thee but not as
silver; I have tried thee in the furnace of afffiction?8 It teaches that the
Holy One, blessed be He, went through all the good qualities
in order to give [them] to Israel, and He found only poverty.?
Samuel said, and others say, R. Joseph: This accords with the
popular saying: Poverty befits Israel like a red trapping a white

horse. 1©

(1) A biblical reading consisting of Deut. VI, 4-9 and an additional sentence;
ibid. XI, 13-21; Num. XV, 377-41; the name is derived from its first word —
yow. V. P.B. pp. 40-42. (2) The prayer par excellence, called also Amidah
(‘standing prayer’) and the ‘eighteen (really nineteen) blessings’. V. P.B. pp.
44f.  (3) Lit., reckoned themselves'. (4) Mal. II, 18. (5) Possibly a pun is
intended here: the initial letters of w5 b 725 (‘he that serveth God and
he'Y=101; and of y13p &b (‘serveth Him not')=100. V. Marginal Gloss. in

feur, edd. (6) A silverlcoin, quarter of a shekel, and equal to a denar, v. Glos.

(7) For Elijah in Rabbinic literature v. J.E. vol. V, pp. 122f, espec. p. 124f.
Cf. also supra pp. 17f. regarding the Angel of death. (8) Isa. XLVIII, 10.
{9) The word for ‘affliction’ (1) also means poverty. (10) V. Lev. Rab. ss. 13
and 35 for parallel readings.
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